A controlled therapeutic trial in paucibacillary leprosy comparing a single dose of rifampicin with a single dose of rifampicin followed by one year of daily dapsone. The Collaborative Study Group for the Treatment of Leprosy in Zaire.
The cure rates of two treatment regimens in PB leprosy were compared in a prospective randomized trial: treatment U consisting of a single dose of rifampicin 40 mg/K bodyweight, and treatment A of rifampicin 1500 mg in a single dose, followed by one year of daily dapsone 100 mg. In patients with a BI = 0, the cure rates evaluated on the basis of histopathology of skin biopsies, were identical for the two regimens but in patients with a BI = 1, cure and relapse rates were unacceptable. For this reason and particularly the need to separate patients on the basis of the BI in skin biopsies, the single dose regimen does not appear to be suited for wide-scale application.